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As of today: 573 cases in Puerto Rico, 400,410 in the United States, 1,430,000 cases worldwide 
with 82,000 deaths and 300,000 recoveries. 
 
There are currently over a million active cases.  Four hundred thousand of those are in the 1

United States. About 28% of confirmed world cases are in the United States alone. 12,000 
deaths nationwide so far.  For a few days now, daily deaths exceeded a thousand. Yesterday, 2

there were 1,255 deaths. Today there were 1,970 new deaths reported.  3

 
As far as the global perspective goes: the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Boris Johnson, is 
currently in intensive care after being diagnosed with COVID-19.  Spain surpassed Italy in the 4

number of cases. Spain has 141,940 cases and Italy has 135,586. In Wuhan, China, a 76-day 
lockdown has ended after they reported 0 daily deaths for the first time in months. A CNN article 
reads, “India closed its railways for the first time in 167 years. Now trains are being turned into 
hospitals.” 
 
There are 23 deaths here in Puerto Rico, so far.  Last weekend the governor's briefing told a 
few key points: they gave the public a projection as to where Puerto Rico would be in about a 
month’s time. David Capó, PR’s new epidemiologist, explained that, if all the isolation and 
quarantine guidelines are followed, the island will have 1,748 cases by May 4th.  Capó also 5

said, “175 people will use ventilators.  Fortunately we have more than that.” 6

 
They also mentioned that quarantine is being further reinforced by another measure. This 
coming weekend is Easter Sunday.  They explained this weekend is a key point in the process 7

1 One million people are currently either self-isolating or being hospitalized, or being careless and 
continuing to spread it. 
2 Remember when I was freaking out about Italy having like 5,000 deaths? Italy now has 17,000. 
3 What I am trying to say is: this is getting out of hand way too quickly. 
4 He was one of the world leaders who did not think much of the threat. Just a month ago he was shaking 
hands with everyone, ignoring physical distancing. My dad has often referred to him as “Trump with a 
British accent.” 
5 1,748 cases is incredibly low when compared to the percentage of diagnosed people in other countries. 
So incredible, that it might not be true. And it wouldn’t be the first time the PR government lies about how 
many people die in a catastrophe. I could explain why they would lie about things like that, but then this 
would be a paper about the effects of colonialism on a corrupt, socialist-capitalist government. (Yes, I 
know that was confusing. No, I won’t explain it.That is not a spiral I want to go down through in this text.) 
6 Ventilators, alongside hygienic masks and gloves, are in short supply around the world. So for the 
government to say this is a big deal. 
7 My family celebrates really lightly, so we weren’t planning on attending service or anything like that. 
Maybe we would have gone to our relative’s beach house or something, but we have no issue staying in. 
My parents keep joking about how “surviving with each other for three days will be easy, as long as we 
have alcohol.” 



of “flattening the curve.”  Therefore, this Friday, 8

Saturday and Sunday, all supermarkets will be 
closed; only pharmacies and gas stations will 
remain open.  Ever since the governor announced 9

this order, many people have been going to 
supermarkets, creating lines that revolve around the 
buildings once and twice over, then stretching along 
some road or highway.  To the right is an example. 10

 
Today I woke up earlier than normal, and I might 
just start making it a habit. I was very productive 
and got an unusual amount of work done. I lost 
track of time and forgot to eat lunch, which is 
something I would only do in college.The mood 
around the house is much lighter. My family and I still fight sometimes, but we are more relaxed 
and comfortable with each other than we are uncomfortable. School is school.  11

 
People keep telling me that this is all a “new normal.”  12

 

8 “Flatten the curve” is what everyone is saying to promote staying in, self-isolating, and limiting your 
exposure to other people. This is in reference to the huge spike in people getting infected, and how they 
want to bring it back down. 
9 This goes on top of the previous rule, where people could only head out on certain days, depending on 
their car’s license plate. 
10 In my family’s opinion, this was a terrible move, since now everyone will want to go to the supermarkets 
before then. 
11 School is a problem. Paying attention to virtual classes is difficult, and doing the assignments and 
submitting them on time is next to impossible. I wish the professor’s hadn’t taken away deadlines for 
assignments, because now I’m barely doing any. My top priorities are the clubs or assignments that I’m in 
that may help others during these times. Student Government, Class Council, Healthy Masculinity 
Advancement, this project, etc. 
12 The new normal has already become the old normal for me. I now understand my brother’s way of 
thinking: it really is hard to be mad over a problem when the problem is at such a large scale. Maybe this 
small bit of wisdom has to do with our resilience? The amount of terrible circumstances he and I have 
both been through in less than four years? Plainly put, my brother and I are catastrophe-resistant. 
Needless to say, just because it is a “new normal,” doesn’t mean I prefer it to the old normal. I have 
friends that live five minutes away from me and I can’t go see them because of this. 


